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TO AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 175412 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP, NI 

SUBJECT: OBASANJO VISIT 

REF: STATE 173383 

1 . REQUEST EMBASSY SEEK FMG APPROVAL OF DATES FOR WASHING- 
TON SEGMENT OF VISIT PROPOSED REFTEL AND INFORM DEPARTMENT 
ASAP. 

2. IF ASKED YOU MAY SAY THAT THE WHITE HOUSE NORMALLY 
ANNOUNCES AN UPCOMING STATE OR OFFICIAL VISIT ABOUT A MONTH 
BEFORE THE VISIT COMMENCES. AN AGREED PRESS STATEMENT 
ANNOUNCING THE VISIT IS GENERALLY ISSUED SIMULTANEOUSLY IN 
BOTH CAPITALS, THOUGH WHEN TIME DIFFERENCE POSES A SERIOUS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 175412 

PROBLEM THE FOREIGN GOVERNMENT MAY ANNOUNCE 1 TO 2 HOURS 
IN ADVANCE PROVIDED WHITE HOUSE APPROVAL IS OBTAINED. 

WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO FMG MEDIA RELEASES REGARDING THE 
UPCOMING VISIT, BUT DISCOURAGE ANY SUCH RELEASE BEFORE 
AUGUST 12. RELEASE BEFORE THAT DATE MIGHT DIMINISH 
THE IMPACT OF TANZANIAN PRESIDENT NYERERE'S VISIT 
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TO THE US NOW SCHEDULED AUGUST 4-10. 

4. GUIDANCE AS TO HOW TO RESPOND TO PRESS INQUIRIES 
BEFORE THE AGREED ANNOUNCEMENT WILL FOLLOW. 

VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 
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